
AGENDA & MINUTES 
for 

SWANSTON GENTS SENIORS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
HELD ON THURSDAY 24th OCTOBER 2013 at 9.00am IN THE GOLFERS’ BAR 

 

AGENDA 

Item 1  Captain’s Opening Remarks 

Item 2  Minutes of the 2012 AGM & Matters Arising 

2012 AGM Minutes will be taken as having been read as they have been posted on the Gents 

Seniors Notice Board for the last few weeks and on the Website since just after the last AGM. 

Item 3  Captain’s Report: SEDSGL/Ton Trophy/Senior Championship/Handicaps/Outings 

Item 4  Secretary’s Report: Non-League Competitions 

Item 5  Treasurer’s Report & Membership Fee 

Item 6  Rules & Regulations: Review and Update 

Item 7  Election of Office Bearers: Captain Brian Johnstone, Vice-Captain Vacancy, Sec/Treasurer Stewart Kerr.  

The above named are those proposed for 2013/2014. Anyone wishing to stand for any of these 
should make their submission in writing to the Secretary not later than 10 days before the date of 
the AGM. 
 

Item 8  Draw for Winter 4-Ball 

Item 9  Any Other Competent Business 

Item 10  Captain’s Closing Remarks 

 

MINUTES 

 
 
 
PRESENT:  B Johnstone (Captain) S Kerr (Secretary & Treasurer) 
 I Cowe I Campbell D Buchanan I Stuart G McCullogh 
 D Henderson A Plank I Prentice A Dunlop P Scott 
 J Kerr D Thompson P Edgar B McNiven D Fields 
 G Colligan A Goar P Blance B Craig W Woodhouse 
 B Haggart R Ure D Thomson W Firth G Fraser 
 D Dougherty C Hodgson R McLean J Bonthrone A Cameron 
      
 
APOLOGIES: J McBryne R Knowles J Elliott G Wilson D Elliot 
 
1. CAPTAIN’S OPENING REMARKS 
Captain Brian Johnstone welcomed everyone to this the 7

th
 AGM of the Gents Seniors Section and remarked that 

he was pleased with the healthy turnout of 32 members and thanked those present for their attendance.  As always 
the occasion is for the members to voice any opinions that they may have and he was looking forward to a 
worthwhile and beneficial meeting. Sadly Tom Morwood and just recently Jim MacLeod had passed away this year. 
He had purchased a card for Jim’s wife and asked that members sign this before posting. 

MINUTES OF SWANSTON GENTS SENIORS AGM AND MATTERS ARISING 
HELD ON THURSDAY 24

th
 OCTOBER 2013 at 9.00am IN THE GOLFERS’ BAR 



2. MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2012 MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes were taken as having been read and of being a true and accurate account of the meeting. 
(Proposed by Iain Stuart and seconded by Charlie Hodgson.) 

 
There were no Matters Arising.  
 
3. CAPTAIN’S REPORT 
Congratulations to Bill Woodhouse on winning the Seniors Championship for the first time.  Outings to Ratho Park 
in March and Dalmahoy West in September had proved successful with 37/34 attending and congratulations to 
Andy Anderson on his win at Ratho and to himself on his at Dalmahoy.  The handicap system had worked 
extremely well with 37 different winners over the year.  Proposal to adjust handicaps to zero twice a year rather 
than the once at present would be discussed under item 6, Rules & Regulations.  A 2nd place finish in the league 
was a marked improvement on our 6

th
 placing last year.  We had comfortably won all our home games and picked 

up a rare away win at Lothianburn.  OAP (Outstanding Asset Player) Award was won Jimmy Archibald with an 83% 
success rate.  At the SEDSGL End of Season Stableford which we hosted we had won the team event and picked 
up some high place finishes in the individual handicap sections.  In the ‘Ton’ Trophy at Prestonfield we had finished 
in 2

nd
 place on “Hole Difference” to Prestonfield.  We are the Host Club for 2014 so looking for a possible win.  The 

Captain v Vice-Captain had finished in a draw for the third consecutive year.  The annual Challenge Match with the 
SDGP had taken place on the Templar because of the weather conditions and had resulted in a home win.  The 
Friendlies against Prestonfield had seen us win at home but lose away.  This would be the last of these matches as 
Prestonfield had now been admitted to the league.  A first ever match against the Juniors had seen us lose 3-0.  
The match with the Ladies had proved to be both a fun and enjoyable event.  Finally special mention/thanks to 
Gibbi and Rab [Webmaster] for their support and input. 
 
4. SECRETARY’S REPORT  
A 3-club and a putter 2-man Texas Scramble team event had been added to the Winter competitions and had been 
won by Paul Edgar and Peter Scott.  A new 6-Of-The-Best Winter Stablefords had also been included.  Ian 
Campbell and Roy McLean had won the Winter 4-Ball.  A DRAFT Winter Season Fixture List had been placed on 
the Noticeboard with the possibility of playing a couple of Stablefords over 12 holes at Lothianburn.  A notice to 
gauge interest in this had also been posted.  Winners of the Summer 4-Ball competition were Willie Firth and Derek 
McBride with Andy Anderson and Alan Cameron winning the Plate.  Ties had sometimes been left to the last 
minute and both finals had had to have extensions.  Members were reminded that they have 2 months to arrange 
ties and to please be more vigilant in this regard in order to prevent any potential problems.  Computer Thursdays 
had been introduced and had proved to be popular with 34 signing-up to the Order Of Merit, Eclectic and Optional 
2’s Sweep.  There is the possibility of running a similar event on Tuesdays next season but over 9 holes.  The 
inaugural Jimmy Mitchell Invitational Quaich had taken place in July and had been won by Ian Campbell and his 
partner Rebecca Bell.  Will probably move this to a different time of year in order to attract a larger entry.  A ‘Race 
From Swanston’ Money List had been issued showing the Final Player Standings and congratulations to Gibbi 
Fraser in first place with £114 winnings.  In the ‘Opens’ 28 teams had taken part in the Scramble and 87 players in 
the Stableford.  Tony Robertson had won the Stableford with a remarkable 51 points with the home team of Colin 
Tulloch, Rab Knowles and Jocky Elliott winning the Scramble.  Finally the money raised for Marie Curie currently 
stood at £271.46 with the 6

th
 hole Burn and Xmas Raffle/Auction monies still to be added so hopefully we can break 

the £500barrier.  Raffle Prizes and Auction Items for the Xmas Lunch would be gratefully received. 
 [It costs £20 to provide 1 hour of care at the Centre.] 
 
5. TREASURER’S REPORT & MEMBERSHIP FEE 
Stewart referred to the Accounts on the back of the previously issued handout and briefly ran through each item.  
He remarked that it was due to the generosity of our members in donating prizes for the various competitions that 
had helped to keep our costs down and he would again like to take this opportunity to thank those present for their 
most welcome support in this regard. 
Income of £585.44 & Expenditure of £511.00 giving a Balance of £74.44. 
Accounts proposed by Ian Cowe and seconded by Ian Prentice. 
Membership Fee to remain at £5 per annum. 
 
6 RULES & REGULATIONS 
The previously issued Rules & Regulations Sheet was duly gone through by Stewart and agreement reached on 
the proposal to reset the Handicap Adjustment to zero at the end of both the Winter and Summer Seasons instead 
of annually as at present.  Some other minor points were also agreed and a Revised Rules & Regulations Sheet 
will be issued in due course and posted on both the Website and Noticeboard. 
 
7. ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

Captain   Brian Johnstone 
Vice-Captain  VACANT 
Sec/Treasurer  Stewart Kerr 

Re-elected unopposed. 



8. DRAW FOR WINTER 4-BALL 
Following a discussion on the format of this it was agreed [after a vote] that it would be a 2-man Texas Scramble 
Match Play event.  An open draw for the 32 seeded competitors was then held. 
 
9. AOCB 
Brian proposed that the name of the group be called the Gentlemen Seniors whereas Stewart preferred the more 
informal term Gents Seniors.  After a vote the group almost unanimously agreed on the term Gents Seniors. 

 
Brian was unhappy that agreement had been reached at last year’s AGM to award optional payment on 
Membership Fees [currently £5] to Past Captains.  He cited his own case and said it could mean that he paid no 
fees for a great many years.  It was pointed out that payment was optional but after some discussion it was agreed 
that the Committee look at the possibility of awarding Honorary Membership as an alternative.  This would be re-
visited at next year’s AGM.  A suggestion was also made that existing Office-Bearers paid no fees but no 
agreement was reached on this and again would be re-visited at next year’s AGM. 

 
Ian Cowe asked that consideration be given to moving the Seniors Championship to earlier in the year and that the 
Seniors Gold Medal be moved to a Sunday.  Both these suggestions met with no support and so the status quo will 
remain.  Stewart stated that he would endeavour to bring the date of the Seniors Gold Medal forward by a week as 
this would give additional time for the first round to be played 
 
10. CAPTAIN’S CLOSING REMARKS 
There being no other business Brian closed the meeting at 10:22 and thanked all for their attendance and input. 
 
 

********************************************************************************************************************** 


