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Spring has sprung, the grass is ris; I wonder where the Birdie is? ........

On that Subject, with improving conditions, Birdies will soon be on the scoreboard again.  Remember, in order

to qualify for a Birdie on the Board you need to score during any ladies’ competition at Swanston.  Write your

details in the notebook and hang a birdie (with your name on it) on appropriate tee peg.  Also - last year’s Two’s

haul was pretty poor, so let’s hope that during this season more of us manage to score that elusive 2.

The draw has been made for the 5-over-12 competition and very soon the Hareburn Trophy competition draw

will be issued.  Good luck to all participants and please remember to arrange ties as soon as possible so that you

do not run out of options for dates.  Our  Coronation Foursomes qualifiers, played in Stableford format, take

place  on  Thursday  13th  and  Saturday  15th  April  (you  choose  which  date  –  one  or  the  other).   For  this

competition you and your partner have to be sure you will be available to play in the Regional Final on Tuesday

25th July at Turnhouse GC (with the Grand Final – should you be so lucky! – on Monday 18 September at St

Andrews).   Substitutes  are  not  permitted.   If  you  are  looking  for  a  partner,  contact  Andrea

(andrea.johnstone@talk21.com) and she will try to match you up.

For the Friendlies, Liz is still looking for more players on most dates.  Please look again at the list and contact

her asap if you can play (anderson.liz@virginmedia.com).  Remember these games are what they say on the

packet - “friendly”!  5-day members can participate too.  Played as greensomes and as long as you have a

handicap you can take part - meet ladies from other Clubs, perhaps go to an “away“ game at a different course –

and you get a free meal afterwards!  The more names the better, as we always need a reserve or two for each

match.

Tuesday 2nd May -v- Lochend (A)

Wednesday 10th May -v- Merchants (A)

Monday 22nd May -v- Edinburgh University (H)

Monday 5th June -v- Craigmillar (A)

Wednesday 12th July -v- Carrickvale (H)

The MCLGA Team matches get underway for Swanston Ladies on Thursday 27th April -v- Liberton.

Good luck to Muriel and her Team.

Love.golf “taster” day is on Monday 3rd April 10.30-12 noon and it is hoped some of our members will

be on hand to meet and greet the ladies taking part.  Stephen suggests it would be good if we aim to

meet up for coffee in the Brasserie after the Love.golf practise session around 11.45am.  Let me know,

please, if you are likely to be there.  I understand that the Love.golf event at Swanston will continue on

Monday mornings throughout April and into May (6 sessions) and we hope that a few of the novice

golfers can be encouraged to take up golf regularly (maybe join Swanston GC!)
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The Winter Greensomes were well supported this year and ties have been played in all weathers and

latterly  on  a  very  muddy  Templar  course.   Many  thanks  to  Anne  Renshaw for  organising.   The

Wednesday Roll-up will continue at 10am due to popular demand.  As there are very few Saturdays

throughout the main season when we do not have a Ladies’ competition at Swanston (and it may be that

several of us will be playing in an Open at some other club on a “free” Saturday), a Saturday roll up is

not  being  arranged  April–September.  Ladies  can  organise  tee  times  for  a  roll  up  on  a  particular

Saturday if there is likely to be demand; blocked Saturday roll up times will resume in October.

Social Evening – many thanks to those who attended.  A slightly upside down event as Mandy Millar

was delayed because of the Forth Road Bridge closure that day.  Anne Renshaw sang and played her

guitar – beautifully; the quiz was won by Kay’s team, just half a point ahead of Janice’s team.  All good

fun!   Mandy  spoke  about  how  Scottish  Golf  can  help  clubs  develop  programmes  to  attract  new

members and offer a different range of competitions and events to keep current members coming to

play; and they can offer advice on how to run a club section.  Suggestions from the floor were for better

signage close to the road near the Templar advertising Swanston Golf Club, the Templar 9-hole Course

and the practise facilities; tidying up the area at front of Clubhouse to give better initial impression;

putting up posters advertising Swanston GC at places like Braids Driving Range, independent golf

shops, etc; continue to spread the word at Opens and Friendlies.

Once again the Janice Sutherland Trophy game was played in damp, misty conditions – we always

seem to be unlucky with the weather!  However, it did not dampen our spirits and everyone enjoyed

their game.  What a close finish!  The Seniors Captain’s Team won the day by 0.2 points.  Andrea

managed to win two NTP prizes, with Muriel taking NTP at 17th.  The Ladies sponsored 3 NTP prizes

for the Seniors; and the Lady Captain sponsored the longest putt at 18th, won by Ian Hislop.  Stewart

Kerr worked wonders on number crunching the handicaps for the teams and coped magnificently with

all the last minute changes.  From entry fees and the raffle, we raised the amazing total of £122 for

Maggie’s Centre, WGH.  Thank you to all those who took part, donated raffle prizes and bought tickets.

This sum will be added to the money raised at our Christmas Charity game in December (£125.00) and

Nancy will arrange to forward £247 to Maggie’s Centre. Photo on last page (re-taken Thurs!)

Trophy History:  The information can now be viewed on the Ladies Section/Competitions area on

website and soon will be on our Noticeboard (thanks, Louise!)

There are still two purple gilets for sale in the Shop.  One Small with Swanston Ladies logo and one

Large with Swanston Golf logo.  Price £36.00.  Mike Robson will be issuing another message regarding

American Golf who do not seem to be “playing ball” with regard to giving a discount to Swanston

members.  It may be that a discount is no longer available.  However, it is always worth asking!

I have a suggestion for putting together a “Tidy Team” of volunteers from members at Swanston (this

has the blessing of the Management!).  The plan is to have a rota of 4-6 people, perhaps on a Monday

and Friday, spending 1-2 hours doing some gardening around the shrub borders (still to be OK’d by

Alastair McClung), sweeping up front steps and hose/cleaning area, and checking the two courses for

litter,  etc.   The Seniors are happy to join us.   Hopefully we will have sufficient numbers so each

volunteer has to help out only once every few weeks.  It seems that neither the greenkeepers nor the

Shop staff have time to attend to these matters regularly.  First impressions are very important and at

the moment I think it all looks very messy.  As Swanston is desperately trying to attact new recruits, I

think our current members can help to make some improvements.  A separate e-mail will be issued

soon on this matter and then Stewart Kerr can work his magic on a rota system!   If you can volunteer,

please add your name to a sheet on the noticeboard or send me an e-mail.  Is there anyone who could

organise this Team once it is up and running (so I don’t have to!)? 
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Winner of March Medal:  Susie Williamson – and she scored two Birdies, one of which was a Two!

Course:  During the winter, the Ladies 8th tee has been levelled and relaid with grass and, as I am sure you will

be glad to know, it is now back in use.  Hopefully all tees will soon be from grass, not mats.  You may have

heard  that  there  was  a  fire  a  few weeks’  ago in  the machinery  storage sheds  and all  equipment  was lost.

Meanwhile the greenkeepers are managing with very limited machinery, which makes their job of maintaing the

course extra hard.  Please be understanding.

Opening event:  Captain-v-Vice Captain, played on Sat 1st April.  Captain’s team won Luke’s Cup.

Dates through April and May:

April Wed 5th 10.00am Roll-up

Thurs 6th 10.02am Stableford

Sat 8th 12.02pm Stableford

Wed 12th 10.00am Roll-up

Thurs 13th 10.02am Peugeot Coronation 4somes qualifier

Sat 15th 12.02pm Peugeot Coronation 4somes qualifier

Wed 19th 10.00am Roll-up

Thurs 20th 10.02am Alt Medal

Sat 22nd 12.02pm Medal

Sun 23rd Club event – Netta Turner 4-ball (enter as a pair - £5 to play)

Wed 26th 10.00am Roll-up

Thurs 27th Team Match -v- Liberton

MAY Tues 2nd Friendly -v- Lochend (A)

Wed 3rd 10am Roll-up

Thurs 4th 10.02am 9-hole Stableford

Sat 6th 12.02pm 18-hole Stableford

Wed 10th

    “        “

10am Roll-up
pm Friendly -v- Merchants (A)

Sat 13th 12.02pm Stableford Trophy

Wed 17th 10am Roll-up

Sun 21st CLUB Greensomes (Open to All Sections)

Mon 22nd Friendly -v- Edinburgh University (H)

Wed 24th 10am Roll-up

Thurs 25th 10.02am Alt Medal

Sat 27th 12.02pm Medal

Tues 30th Team Match -v- Newbattle (A)

Wed 31st 10am Roll-up                                            see over for photo



Fiona presenting Des Fields, Acting Captain of Seniors’ Captain’s Team, with the Janice Sutherland

Trophy.   Their team won by 0.2 points!  This photo was taken a few days after the match – and we are

balancing a golf ball on the tee (so we could not giggle or have shaky hands!).  If  anyone  has  a

Swanston Golf golfball in their collection, would they be willing to donate to the Ladies Section to

replace the one missing from the Trophy?  It must have come unstuck when the trophies were sent for

engraving – and I had not noticed until Janice pointed this out on Tuesday at the presentation.

Happy golfing.

Fiona
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