
 

 

 

AGENDA 

Item 1  Captain’s Welcome & Opening Remarks/Report 

Item 2  Minutes of the 26
th

 October 2017 AGM & Matters Arising 

Note: 2017 AGM Minutes will be taken as having been read as they have been posted on the          

Noticeboard for the last few weeks 

 

Item 3  Secretary’s Report 

 

                             Tue/Thu Winter Stablefords: Ian Tennant 

                             Team Matches: Stewart Laird 

                             Outings: Des Fields 

 

Item 4  Treasurer’s Report & Membership Fee 

Item 5  Rules & Regulations 

Item 6  Election Of Office-Bearers & Committee 

  Current Committee Proposals: 

                        Office-Bearers: 

  Captain: Bob Steele Vice-Captain: Des Fields Secretary/Treasurer: Stewart Kerr 

                        Committee Members: Stewart Laird     Ian Tennant 

Item 7   Any Other Competent Business 

Item 8  Captain’s Closing Remarks 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:  B Steele [Captain]    D Fields [Vice-Captain]   S Kerr [Secretary & Treasurer] 
                    S Laird*            I Tennant*                               * Current Serving Committee Members 
 
                    B Alexander          R Angus               E Bate              P Belcher        J Bonthrone      A Cameron 
                    I Campbell            I Cowe                  B Craig             P Jenkinson    A Heron            J Anderson 
                    J Duffy                  B Scott        J Thomson        G Wilson         J Elliott               N McCormick 

                            D Henderson        D J Henderson     I Hislop             A Hunter          B Johnstone      I Stuart   
                    G McGee               I Menzies             C Thompson    A Plank            I Prentice           F Rankin              

                            R Ure                    B Wherrett            B Woodhouse  T Robertson    B Steel 
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                    [40 Members In Attendance] 
 
APOLOGIES:  W Firth   R Knowles   A Dunlop   S Robertson   H MacKenzie   J Ellam    
 
Item 1: CAPTAIN’S WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS/REPORT 
The Captain opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to this the 12th AGM of our Group. 
Sadly he had to report the passing of Member Geordie McCullough. 
It is proposed to hold a “Remembrance Day” on Thursday 8th November. 
John Robertson had sent him a pleasant Email saying that he would be retiring from golf and asked that he be  
remembered to his friends. 
He paid thanks to his Committee for all the “un-seen” work that goes on behalf of himself and the Membership. 
 

                     

❶ 

AGENDA & MINUTES OF SWANSTON GENTS SENIORS Tue/Thu SOCIETY AGM  
HELD ON THURSDAY 25

th
 OCTOBER 2018 @ 09:00 IN THE TEMPLAR ROOM 



 
Item 2: MINUTES OF THE 26th OCTOBER 2017 AGM & MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes were taken as having been read and of being a true and accurate account of the Meeting. 
Proposed & Seconded by those in attendance at this AGM: Bill Craig & Bill Steel. 
There were no Matters Arising. 
 
Item 3: SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Secretary stated that this would be broken into 4 parts: 
 

Ian Tennant would report on Tue/Thu Winter Stablefords; Stewart Laird on Team Matches; Des Fields on Outings 
and himself on all other Competitions. 
 

Tue/Thu Winter Stablefords [Ian Tennant] 
27 games played with 30 Members taking part in total 
There were 34 2’s 
“6 Of The Best”: 
Winner: Ian Tennant 169 points £15 
Second: Brian Johnstone 168 Points £8 
Third: Stewart Laird 166 points £4 
 

Team Matches [Stewart Laird] 

SEDSGL LEAGUE MATCHES 
Finished 4th in league compared to 8th position last year which was a vast improvement but we were in the 
running after 6 matches winning 3 and halving 3 of them. If we had won the 3 we halved we would have won the 
League. We won 3 of our 5 HOME matches which we need to improve on and won only 1 AWAY match. Need to 
find players who can play AWAY from home. 
It was apparent once again that in the majority of the matches groups were giving AWAY strokes both at HOME & 
AWAY due to the lower handicap players within the Senior section being selected. 
21 players represented Swanston in the 10 League matches. 
Alex McKenzie was the most successful Swanston player winning 6, halving 1 and losing 3 of his matches. 
Players to win 4 or more matches were Andy Hunter, Peter Belcher, David Law, Eric Bate, Gordon Campbell, Ian 
Tennant, Graham Brown and Brian Wherrett. 
FRIENDLIES 
Played 4 – Winning 1 & Losing 3 
Beat Gogarburn 3½ - 2½ at HOME, Lost 3½ - 2½ AWAY to Gogarburn , Lost  5½ -½ AWAY to Prestonfield and 
Lost 5 -1 AWAY to Dalmahoy. 
Players who do not play in the League matches are selected for the Friendly matches and another 11 players 
who did not play in the League matches played in the friendly matches making a total of 32 players representing 
the club. As happened last year there were call offs and players who played in the League matches played in the 
Friendlies. 
On a couple of occasions Seniors defaced Team Selections notices on the Senior Notice Board. On no account 
should anyone add or deface a selected team sheet and players should not add their names to team selection 
notices without first contacting one of the members of the selection committee. 
It was also agreed that if a player does not attend a Team match whether it is a League or Friendly match without 
contacting a member of the selection committee prior to the match they will not be selected for the next match. 
Finally can I thank my fellow committee members Ian and Des for their assistance in selecting the players for all 
matches and can I thank ALL Swanston Seniors for giving up their valuable time when representing the Club in 
season 2018. 
 

Outings [Des Fields]  
New ground this year with Spring Outing to West Lothian which was finally played on May 7th due to weather. 

Shield Outing Winner was George Smith. Autumn Outing to West Linton with Shield Outing Winner Rob 

Thornton. Both outings well attended. 2019 outings are May 20th Liberton and August 5th Newbattle.  

Other Competitions etc. [Stewart Kerr] 
 PRIZE-WINNERS: 
A list of these has been posted on the Noticeboard. 
Still getting requests for extensions even although there is a 2 month window for Pairs and a 1 month for Singles          
in which to arrange and play the ties. 
Do NOT enter competitions unless you are able to play by the due dates. 
 SGC COMPETITIONS: 
 Bob Steele & Ian Tennant won Club Winter Foursomes beating Stewart Laird & Rab Ure in the Final. 
 Alex McKenzie won Seniors ‘A’ and Bill Steel the ’B’. 
 

❷ 



 

 OPENS: 
 Scramble - 29 Teams [47/40 visitors] cf 39 Teams [117/62 visitors] last year. 
 Stableford - 95 [30 visitors] cf 96 [33 visitors] last year.  
SENIORS INTER-CLUB: 
Lost in 1st Round to Merchants @ Ratho Park. 
Bruntsfield are the Host Club next Season. 
 EOSS @ HADDINGTON: 
 Mike Hughes won £60 for 1st Cat 2 H/cap [14 - 28] with 38 points . 
 TON TROPHY: 
 We retained the Trophy at Home last month by beating all 3 Teams:  
 DAY 1: Prestonfield [5up] DAY 2: Mortonhall [9up] and DAY 3: Baberton [10up]  
COMPUTER THURSDAYS: 
 Originally introduced for 5 Day Members to enable them to submit at least 3 Cards for National Handicap 
Purposes. 
 No real need for this now as Supplementary Scores can be used either over 18 or 9 Holes. 
 Just need to indicate your intention to do this before teeing-off and then hand in signed card at end. 
 Aim would be however to retain 2’s and Eclectic Sweeps. 
 VETERANS: 
 New Veterans Trophy and Championship introduced for those aged 70+ 
 Jimmy Archibald won the Trophy and Fraser Gordon the Championship. 
 MARIE CURIE FUNDRAISER: 
 Fund currently standing at £1002. 
 Xmas Lunch monies still to be added but unlikely to beat last year’s record £1640 total. 
 XMAS LUNCH: 
 Thursday 13th December – Notices on Board. 
 Cost is £20 with £1 going to Bar Staff Gratuity. 
 Usual Raffle & Auction Items most welcome. 
 Same arrangements as last year re “Booking Your Table”. 
 TIME: 12:30 for 13:00 
 

 QUESTIONS: 
 Brian Johnstone felt that is was disappointing that there would be no more Computer Thursdays but after 
 some discussion it was accepted that this should be the case for the reasons already given. 
 

 

Item 4: TREASURER’S REPORT & MEMBERSHIP FEE 
The Treasurer referred to the Accounts on the back of the previously issued handout and briefly ran through 
each item.  Income was £801 Expenditure £649 Balance £152. 
There were 3 boxes of Srixons [£45] & 4 Bottles of Wine [£20] in reserve which were not shown in the Balance. 
No comments were received and as such these were approved with Des Fields Proposing and Ross Angus 
Seconding. The Membership Fee to remain at £5. 
 

Monies – the Secretary again asked that any monies due to be paid should be paid DIRECTLY to the Committee 
Member concerned and not to some third party to pass on as this can create unnecessary problems and 
possible embarrassment.  
 
 

Item 5: RULES & REGULATIONS  
Re: 
Handicaps: 
Stewart Kerr proposed with Ian Tennant seconding that Count Back should be used to determine one overall 
winner who would be cut rather than the current practice whereby for tied places monies are shared and all are 
cut. Motion was passed by a 16-12 vote. 
Mats: 
Agreed that the word “optional” should be inserted before “First Cut/Tees [Society Policy]. 
Bob Steele made reference to the “New Rules” which would come into effect from 1st January 2019 and 
displayed a document with 20 noteable changes. 
Mike Robson would be posting this on the website on November 5th and a copy of these would also be posted 
on the Seniors Noticeboard after this date. 
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Item 6: ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
Current Committee proposals accepted with Brian Wherrett also willing to stand as a Committee Member. 
 
Item 7: AOCB 
A proposal from Iain Stuart and seconded by Alan Heron to revert back to 12 Holes on a Tuesday in the Summer 
Season was defeated by 25 votes to 7 with 8 abstentions. 
 

Ian Tennant stated that the Rocking Horse that he had constructed from donations kindly received from our 
Membership last year was now “stabled” in the New Sick Kids at Little France awaiting its first “Jockeys”! 
 

Bob Steele remarked on the Dennis Thomson Memorial Bench and stated that he would raise at the next 
Board Meeting the commitment from them that other “Seniors Remembrance Plaques” were to be added and     
to date have not been. 
 

Stewart Laird displayed a “Sample Polo Shirt” with a “Swanston Seniors Logo” that he hoped that all our 
Members would purchase and wear on those “Official Occasions” that warranted it. 
There was the possibility that the Swanston Thistle Logo could be added and that this would be explored. 
Cost agreed to be £15 with any surplus going to Club Funds. 
An Information Poster and Order Form to be placed on the Noticeboard. 
 

Item 8: CAPTAIN’S CLOSING REMARKS 
The Captain thanked those present for their attendance and contributions and wished all for a “Happy Golfing 
Next Year” and closed the Meeting at 10:00. 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         
 

                                                                                                                           25/10/2018 
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