
 

 

 

AGENDA 

Item 1  Captain’s Welcome & Opening Remarks/Apologies/Report 

Item 2  Minutes of the 25
th

 October 2018 AGM & Matters Arising 

Note: 2018 AGM Minutes will be taken as having been read as they have been posted on the          

Noticeboard for the last few weeks and also on the Website since the last AGM. 

 

Item 3  Secretary’s Report 

 

                             Team Matches:  Stewart Laird 

                             Stableford Competitions:  Ian Tennant 

                             Outings: Des Fields 
 

Item 4  Treasurer’s Report & Membership Fee 

Item 5  Rules & Regulations 

Item 6  Election Of Office-Bearers & Committee 

  Current Committee Proposals: 

                          Office-Bearers: 

  Captain: Bob Steele Vice-Captain: Brian Wherrett Secretary/Treasurer: Stewart Kerr 

                          Committee Members: Stewart Laird     Ian Tennant 

Item 7  Any Other Competent Business 

Item 8  Captain’s Closing Remarks 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:  B Steele [Captain]    D Fields [Vice-Captain]   S Kerr [Secretary & Treasurer] 
                          S Laird*   I Tennant*   B Wherrett*          * Current Serving Committee Members 
 
                    B Alexander          R Angus               E Bate              A Colburn       J Bonthrone       A Cameron 
                    G Campbell           I Cowe                 A Dunlop          P Jenkinson     A Heron            J Anderson 
                    S Tse                    J Marshall             D Law          R Knowles       J Elliott              N McCormick 

                              D Henderson        D J Henderson     A McKenzie      A Hunter          B Johnstone      I Stuart   
                    G Millar                  I Menzies             A Storrie           A Plank            I Prentice          F Rankin              

ts                            R Thornton           B Woodhouse       S Robertson     B Steel            G Smith             W Firth 
                    D Lauder                                                                         
                                                                                                                                    [43 Members In Attendance] 
 
APOLOGIES:  I McPake C Thompson G Wilson J Duffy P Baumann C West T Robertson J Ellam   
 
Item 1: CAPTAIN’S WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS/REPORT 
The Captain opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to this the 13th AGM of our Group. 
Sadly he had to report the passing of Former Member Jimmy Mitchell. 
He paid thanks to his Committee for all the “un-seen” work that goes on behalf of himself and the Membership 
especially when his “work” kept him away for large parts of the year.  Particular thanks went to Des Fields, who is 
stepping down as Vice-Captain and also to Brian Wherrett for his sterling work on the Website. 
 
 
 

❶ 

 

AGENDA & MINUTES OF SWANSTON GENTS SENIORS Tue/Thu SOCIETY AGM  
HELD ON THURSDAY 31

st
 OCTOBER 2019 @ 09:00 IN THE TEMPLAR ROOM 

 



 

Item 2: MINUTES OF THE 25th OCTOBER 2018 AGM & MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes were taken as having been read and of being a true and accurate account of the Meeting. 
Proposed & Seconded by those in attendance at this AGM: Bill Steel & J Elliott. 
Alan Heron asked about the whereabouts of Ian Tennant’s Rocking Horse given that the New Sick Kids at 
Little France had still to open. Ian replied that it was safely “stabled” at Sciennes Road for the moment and would  
be transferred to its new home as soon as that was ready.  
 
Item 3: SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Secretary stated that this would be broken into 4 parts: 
Ian Tennant would report on Tue/Thu Stablefords Competitions; Stewart Laird on Team Matches; Des Fields on  
Outings and himself on all other Competitions and matters. 
 

Other Competitions etc. [Stewart Kerr] 
 

PRIZE-WINNERS: 

A list of these has been posted on the Noticeboard. 

Still getting requests for extensions even although there is a 2-month window for pairs and a 1-month for singles in which 

to arrange and play the ties. 

Do NOT enter competitions unless you are able to play by the due dates or will have to exclude in future. 

Also NO SHOWS with no prior contact have created problems with team events [Scrambles etc] this year. 

There were 4 occasions that this happened so Committee decision is to now ban anyone for next 3 team events and this 

would be added to our Rules & Regulations. 

 VETERANS: 

 New Veterans Trophy and Championship introduced last year for those aged 70+. 

 Bill Woodhouse won the Trophy this year and Peter Belcher the Championship.                                                                          

Note that there were more entries for the Veterans than there were for our Society Club Championship 

 SGC COMPETITIONS: 

Stephen Tse won Seniors ‘A’ and Gordon Campbell the’B’. 
OPENS: 

Scramble – 38 Teams [49 members/64 visitors] cf 29 Teams [47 members/40 visitors] last year. 

Stableford – 111 [49 visitors] cf 95 [30 visitors] last year.  

 SENIORS INTER-CLUB: 

 Lost in 2
nd

 Round to eventual winners Silverknowes @ Bruntsfield. 

 Royal Burgess are the Host Club next Season where we will play Duddingston in the 1
st

 Round. 

 EOSS25 @ KINGSKNOWE: 

 Alex MacKenzie won £50 for 1
st

 Cat 1 H/cap [0-13] with 41 points.  

 Came 2
nd

 to Prestonfield with 110 points to their 115 in the inaugural 25
th

Anniversary Cup. 

TON TROPHY: 

 We retained the Trophy at Baberton last month by beating all 3 Teams:  

 DAY 1: Baberton [6up] DAY 2: Mortonhall [3up] and DAY 3: Prestonfield [2up]                                                                              

This completed a record equalling treble with Prestonfield [2012 - 2014]  

Now won it 5 times to Prestonfield’s 3 with Baberton & Mortonhall 1 each. 
 Mortonhall are Hosts next year 

 MARIE CURIE FUNDRAISER 

Fund currently standing at £1,175.  £1,007 had been needed to break the £10,000 barrier since first started in 2007 

we have succeeded in this target. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH: 

Thursday 12
th

 December – Notices on Board  

A record 60 attended last year and looking for much the same for this year 

Cost is £20 with £1 going to Bar Staff Gratuity 

 Wylie wishes it to be known that the normal cost is £24 

He has also again provided complimentary Tea & Coffee today for our AGM as he has done for the past few years 

 so thank you Wylie 

 Usual Raffle & Auction Items most welcome 

Same arrangements as last year re “Booking Your Table” 

TIME: 12:30 for 13:00 
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Tue/Thu Stableford Competitions [Ian Tennant] 
 

80 Stableford games were played during the 2018/19 seasons, with 60 players taking part throughout the year. 

There were 34 individual winners during the year. 

Most successful, each with three victories, were Bob Mackay, Neil McCormick, Jerry Marshall and Brian Scott. 

In the 2s competition a total of 85 2s was achieved, the star being Eric Bate, with six 2s. 

31 players took part in the Six-of-the-Best competition, which was won by Neil McCormick with an impressive 239 points, 

averaging 39.8 for his best six games, and scoring a massive 47 points in one of them.  Second, with 236 points, was Brian 

Scott and third, with 228 was Bill Steel. 

31 players also entered the new Summer eclectic competition.  1
st

 was Brian Scott, with a nett 41, 2
nd

 place was tied by 

Alan Cameron, Alan Colburn, Ian McPake, each on nett 43. 
 

Team Matches [Stewart Laird] 

SEDSGL LEAGUE MATCHES 

Finished 3rd in league compared to 4th position last year and 8th the year before so we are slowly getting there. Losing the 

rearranged HOME match against Mortonhall 3.5-2.5 was a big blow. We are improving; with a bit of luck we could have 

reversed the 3.5-2.5 loss in the Glencorse away match and won the halved away match with Broomieknowe. 

We won 4 of the 5 Home matches, winning one away at Turnhouse and halving the match away to Broomieknowe. 

22 players represented the Club in 10 League matches with Eric Bate and Gordon Campbell having the best records winning 

7 out of 10 matches, halving 1 and losing 2. Andy Hunter also won 7 matches but lost 3. 

FRIENDLIES 

Played 4 - winning 2 and losing 2. Beat Prestonfield and Dalmahoy 3.5-2.5 and lost both matches to Gogarburn 4-2 and 5-1. 

Players who do not play in the League matches are selected to play in the friendlies and another 15 players played in these 

matches making a total of 37 players representing the club during the season which is up on last year’s total of 32. 
At all the games the new Polo Shirts were worn by all players which was good to see and also hear the opposition teams 

remark on how smart we all looked. We still have some polo shirts in various sizes to sell and if any of the new members are 

interested please see me.                                                                                                                                                        

With regard to future Catering arrangements then following the trial in September with the Home Match against the 

Merchants the intention is to continue with this but those taking part in Team Matches whether Home or Away are to pay £2 

to cover the potential extra cost that this might incur a £1 of which will be given to Staff Gratuities in the Home Matches.                  

Finally can I thank my fellow team selection committee members Ian and Des for their hard work over the year, thank all 

players who gave up their valuable time to represent the Club in League and Friendly matches and finally a big thank you to 

the other Committee Members for all the work that they do during the season on behalf of all the Senior members. 

Outings [Des Fields]  
Spring Outing to Liberton won by Stewart Laird and Autumn to Newbattle which was won by Andy Hunter.       

Both Outings well attended with over 30 in each.                                                                                                          

Looking at Falkirk Tryst for Spring and West Linton for Autumn next year.                                                                      

These potential venues were approved by the AGM. 

Item 4: TREASURER’S REPORT & MEMBERSHIP FEE 
The Treasurer referred to the Accounts on the back of the previously issued handout and briefly ran through 
each item.  Income was £1019 Expenditure £627 Balance £392. 
There were 13 Polo Shirts in stock with a potential extra income of £195. 
Graeme Millar asked about the budget we received from the Club and was informed that this was not in our 
control but was run by the Club [Mike Robson] on our behalf. 
No other comments were received and as such these Accounts were approved with Iain Menzies Proposing and 
Ross Angus Seconding. The Membership Fee to remain at £5. 
 

Item 5: RULES & REGULATIONS  
See Item 3. 
Some mention was made of the new World Handicapping System due to be implemented in November 2020. 
It was accepted that we would have to adhere to whatever changes these brought. 
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Item 6: ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
Current Committee proposals agreed, with Brian Wherrett accepting the position of Vice-Captain after Des had 
intimated his decision to stand down although he was still willing to assist with the organisation of Outings. 
Jerry Marshall put himself forward as being prepared to join the Committee and this was much appreciated and 
gratefully accepted by all in attendance. 
 

Item 7: AOCB 
Brian Johnstone remarked that he thought it might be a good idea if all Summer 18 Hole Tue/Thu Stablefords 
counted for handicap as he had been made aware that some Seniors struggle to submit the necessary 3 cards 
required to maintain theirs.  
Bob remarked that Supplementary Scores can be used for this purpose and as such his suggestion although 
appreciated was not necessary and this was agreed by those present. 
Ian Tennant said that the intention for future Eclectics would be to award both Winter & Summer Scratch and Nett 
Trophies for the winners with no Sweep Monies required. 
6-Of-The-Best would still have Sweeps. 
These proposals were met with approval. 
George Smith said he was prepared to present a Trophy for one of the Eclectics and he was duly thanked for 
this generous offer by the Captain. 
 

Item 8: CAPTAIN’S CLOSING REMARKS 
The Captain thanked those present for their attendance and contributions and wished all for  “Happy Golfing Next 
Year” and closed the Meeting at 09:45 am 
 
Rab Knowles gave a Vote Of Thanks To The Chair. 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         
 

                                                                                                                           31/10/2019 
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