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SWANSTONT
Golf

ADVERSE WEATHER POLICY

THUNDER & LIGHTNING

The very nature of lightning is unpredictable and therefore dangerous.

Swanston Golf Club consider the safety of its Members and Guests the top priority
during inclement weather (lightning).

Weather reports and local conditions will be monitored (BBC Weather App) during
storm warnings.

If it is decided that it is unsafe to continue to play golf as a storm approaches, the
Professional Shop will sound a klaxon to call all golfers off the course and into the
clubhouse.

Outside Shop Hours, although the Club will take every precaution to ensure the
safety of players during a thunderstorm, it is a player’s own responsibility to
discontinue play when in his/her opinion lightning is a threat.

It is not always possible to monitor conditions on the entire course and players have
a duty of care to themselves.

It is not the responsibility of staff to retrieve clubs, equipment, trolleys, or buggies
from the course during a lightning storm where play has been suspended, as their
safety may be jeopardised.

Buggies should be left at the side of the fairway and the keys returned to the Pro
Shop or Clubhouse.

We insist that all members adhere to the lightning policy.

Swanston Golf Club Limited accepts no liability for any injury to a golfer (member or
visitor) who fails to comply with the requirements of this Policy and its Procedures
and who continues to play when:

There is a risk of lightning.

Play is suspended or

The course has been closed due to adverse weather conditions.

If there is a risk of lightning play MUST be discontinued. Swanston Golf Club is
not responsible for the safety of any golfer on the course, and it is therefore
your responsibility to remove yourself from any situation which you deem
dangerous.

However, if the klaxon sounds, (one long blast) it is mandatory that you leave the
Course, and the following will apply:

Proceed immediately to the clubhouse.

Do not continue to play golf and do not seek shelter under trees.

Trees do not protect you from lightning.

Players should stop play and seek shelter any time they believe lightning
threatens them, even if the klaxon has not been sounded.

R&A Rules of Golf - Rule 5.7. Stopping Play; Resuming Play

Stopping Play Rule 5.7 as stated in the R&A Rules of Golf will apply to all
competitions and matches where there is a risk of lightning.



The rules of golf are straightforward when lightning is a risk. Rule 5.7 makes it quite
clear that a player is entitled to discontinue play if he or she believes there is danger
from lightning.

Although severe weather in itself is not a good reason for discontinuing play, severe
weather accompanied by lightning, or the very real risk of lightning, most certainly is.
Common sense dictates that play in these circumstances must be discontinued in
the interests of safety.

Even if the klaxon is not sounded and the player honestly believes that there is a real
risk of danger from lightning, then he or she is entitled to proceed under the
provisions of Rule 5.7a and discontinue play.

Resumption of Play

Where play has been suspended due to lightning, play must be resumed where it
was discontinued, even if resumption occurs on a subsequent day. (see Rule 5.7
R&A Rules of Golf.) 7.

When the danger has passed, three short blasts of the klaxon will indicate that it is
safe to return to the course. Play should not resume for at least 30 minutes after the
final clap of thunder.

It remains the responsibility of each golfer to recover/retrieve any equipment they
have left on the course during a lightning related delay when it is safe so to do.
During the play of a club competition and there is an imminent risk of lightning, the
following competition rules will apply:

*The competition will be suspended for a maximum of 60 minutes

Each competitor will be required to stop play, and mark the position of their ball, lift
the ball, and then leave the course.

The competition will be resumed only when and if, it is safe so to do.

Any player continuing play after play has been suspended will be disqualified from
the competition — it is appreciated all golfers will not hear the klaxon so some
allowance will be made here.

The competition will be resumed only when it is safe so to do.

If play cannot be started from the competitions first tee time for a period of 60
minutes the event will be CANCELLED

RESTRICTED VISIBILITY DUE TO FOG/HAAR

Due to the Clubs location and altitude, we can often be affected by hill fog.

The general rule is, that if the 15t green is visible from the Golf Shop play may start.
It is appreciated that other parts of the course are higher than the first green and it is
hoped the fog will have cleared by the time golfers reach holes 6,7 and 8.

Shop staff will constantly monitor the situation, and all golfers (members & non-
members) are encouraged to call the Shop if conditions do not improve or
deteriorate.

If the Shop decides it is unsafe due to the fog/haar the klaxon will be sounded, and
players should leave the course.

If you are playing in a competition the same procedure as to marking your ball etc.
should be followed as explained in the thunder & lightning advice.

If possible, completing the hole you are on is the best option.



FLOODING/HIGH WINDS

Other weather conditions that can also have an impact on starting or continuing play
like flooding and strong winds will be assessed on the day and decisions based on
the advice and information above.

The klaxon will be sounded if play needs to be suspended — please follow the advice
with regard to marking your ball etc as described above.

THE SHOP STAFF WILL CLOSE THE SHOP AND RIDE OUT CAREFULLY IN A
BUGGY TO SOUND THE KLAXON FROM THE 6t TEE THE BACK OF THE 16"
GREEN AND THE 12™ TEE IN THE EVENT OF THE COURSE CLOSING FOR
POOR VISIBILITY, FLOODING OR HIGH WINDS BUT NOT FOR THE THREAT OF
LIGHTNING, AS THIS IS TOO DANGEROUS

WHS

If the event is cancelled/abandoned, for those members that have played less than
10 holes, their cards will be classed as “incomplete scores”, and no entry will be
recorded on their WHS scores sheet with Scottish Golf

For those members who have completed between 10 and 18 holes, the Club V1
(Howdidido) competition software will create scaled up “Expected Scores” for
those members and create a score differential on their handicap record.

You MUST RETURN your card, or it will be recorded as a NO RETURN

There is no minimum percentage of the field that must complete their round in
order for a competition to stand.

The whole field must have had the opportunity to start and therefore return a score
- and so if the event is cancelled/abandoned the competition should be re-
scheduled for another date where possible.

Late starters who are unable to complete their round due to adverse conditions
after the Golf Shop has closed should put their scorecards in the box with an
explanation of the conditions experienced.

Members are advised to have their own insurance to cover for any risks as the Clubs

insurance policy does not cover any incidents related to adverse weather conditions
insuring members.
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